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e During his admission to Ward 2B of Hospital, we have
witnessed his susceptibility to being coerced by others in making
decision beyond his mental capacity. We would like to illustrate
this issue with an index incident eye witnessed by subject’s

responsible medical officer on January 14™ 2011:

In the index incident, the subject was visited by his wife
from China. His wife expressed some concerns about
subject’s welfare arrangements and the current admission.
She requested a joint meeting with the responsible
medical officer and the subject. At the meeting, the wife
came up with an idea that she needed police’s assistance.
She pressed the subject to make this phone-call and
handed the subject the cell phone after dialing the “999”
hotline. The subject could not grasp the social situation
and only kept uttering ambulance, ambulance,
ambulance™ to the hotline operator in great apprehension.
At the same time his wife kept instructing him what to say
and patient did not seem to comprehend wife’s complex
instructions and remained perseverative with his speech.
The perseverative speech pattern, triggered off by a
stressful social situation, is compatible impaired
executive cognitive function that is largely attributable to
the post-radiotherapy bilateral temporal necrosis. By
way of the subcortical-cortical connectivity, such
neurological condition is well-known to be associated

with frontal lobe syndromes that manifest as having poor
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attention and working memory, impaired social judgment
and reasoning, poor initiation and execution of plans,
cognitive rigidity, poor problem-solving, impaired
impulse control and behavioral disinhibition, as well as

emotional dysregulation (apathy or mood liability).

In this incident, we were also very alarmed by the
observation that the subject’s wife seemed insensitive to
the subject’s physical needs as a visually challenged
person. When our staff ushered the subject to the
interview room for this joint meeting, she made no
attempt to assist or instruct the subject to locate the chair
in the interview room and roughly pushed him to take the
seat. The subject almost fell off the chair and the wife

made no attempt to support him......
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